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Drinted from the originals, collected 
by Jon Albert von Derschau; with 
a dissertation (in French and German) 
on the nature and history of en- 

f raving on wood, by R. Z. Becker, 
t appears that about thirty years 
ago, M. von Derschau accidentally 
met with some hundreds of old en- 
gravings on wood, formerly belonging 
to Wilibald Birlcheimer, the intimate 
friendof Albert Durer, in a chest in a 
lumber room of a house at Nuremberg. 
Having made this acquisition, he was 
tempted to endeavour to enlarge it, 
and procured many pieces from the 
heirs of J. S. Beham, and of the 
Celebrated J. J. von Sandrart. Many 
pieces of the first rank too were pro- 
cured for him in Italy by a judicious 
traveller; and to these he added the 
valuable collection of M. Silberrad. 
The size of the work is large folio, 
and the first number contains ninety 
Wooden cuts. Among these are many 
■very antient, and very curious. One 
9 inches, by 13f , representing a cat 
teaching her kitten to play with 
mice, with the old German proverb, 
•' take care of the cat that hcks be- 
fore and scratches behind," is ap- 
parently one of the first attempts at 



engraving on wood, and much older 
than the St. Christopher of 1423, 
a piece of a letter of indulgence, 
containing fourteen lines of old German 
writing, is probably much older tlian 
the Donat us of G ii item berg. A v irgiii 
Mary, with St. Catharine and three 
other saints, very coarsely executed, 
and rabbited in ihe_ middle, has 
underneath, in Gotliic characters, 
Jorg Glockendon. He is now there- 
fore to be considered as the oldest 
engraver on wood whose name is 
known, and not John Schnitzer of 
Arnheim, the engraver of the maps 
for the edition of Ptolemy in 1481, 
who has hitherto enjoyed this honour. 
It has been supposed, that there were 
no cuts of Albert Dtirer in existence, 
but what were worn out. I'his bow- 
ever does not appear to be the case, 
as there are several in this volume, 
some of which were not known. It 
likewise contains many masterpieces 
of the art, some by unknown hands. 
The price of this vol. (we believe 
at Paris or Strasburg) is 60 livres 
(.^210). If it meet with sufficient 
encouragement, it will be follow* 
ed by others. 
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PateM of Mr. John Marshall qf 
Norwich, Chester, and <(f Mr. John 
Naylor of Hartford, in said county, 
for a ruxi) and improved method of 
mamifacturing Salt. 

Dated Feb. 1806. 

THIS new method of manufactur- 
ing salt, consists in varying, at 
short and siiccessive intervals, the de- 
grees of heat which the brme re- 
ceives from the fire; and it is done 
by adding to the common brine-pan 
or boiler, a condenser or cooler, having 
an open communication with the pan, 
by which the heated brine may flow 
freely from the pan into, and circu- 
late about the cooler, and from thence 
back again ; which it will do by 
means of the motion and impulse 
coniiuunicated by .the fire; and by 
the consequent expansion of the briae, 
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the most heated parts following upon 
the top, and so going on towards the 
extreme part of the cooler, and af. 
terwards, when become more cool and 
dense, returning in an under, and 
backward current towards the lire, 
which progress forward and backward) 
is contioired and renewed, and by- 
its means the salt is formed into 
crystals chiefly in the cooler, and 
not in the heated pan, in which the 
salt is wholly tbrmed by the method 
now in use. For the sake gf tlisi. 
patch two or more coolei-s might be 
applied to one pan, in order that the 
bnne may be continued to be worked 
in one or more of such coolersy while 
the salt is removing from the othen 
I'he cooler might be another pan not 
heated, but for saving of expeme in 
the construction, theTateniees rwoni- 
KKk 
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mend clay lined vilh bricks, flags, 
and other cheap and coiiveoiciit ma- 
terials tor forming a sliailow pond or 
reservoir, communicaling with the 
brine pan, and acting as such cooler. 
A pan of considerable size lengthway<i, 
having the heal applied only to part 
of it, would operate (more or less 
according to its length and dimeiisioH&) 
to the forming of salt in this man- 
ner; because in (hat case the parts 
of the pan not heated, would be in 
effect condensers or coolers to its 
heated parts ; but the extension of 
the pans would operate against the 
saviiig tff expense. By the addition 
of the coolers a much greater quan- 
tity of salt will be made in the same 
space of time, than can be made in 
the same pans or boilers without the 
coolers or condensers. 



Patent <yf Mr. Charles Le Caan, of 
iMnelly, CarmarihenshiTe, Jot an 
qpparutus to be adJdedto axles and 
teheels, m as to impede or check 
their action. Dated Feb. 1810. 

Mr. Le Caan's new check for car- 
riages, consists of a bolt attached to 
tliti axle, in the dirtjction of its length, 
near the nave, in such a manner, 
that by shooting it forward, its head 
runs mto the back of the nave, which 
lias a ring of cast metal, attached to 
it, with certain parts projecting from 
it, against which the bolt is driven, 
when it is desired to lock the wheel 
of the carriage. 

The bolt is moved by a lever, with 
or without the assistance of springs ; 
which lever may be connected with 
the carriage by chains or cords, by 
pulling which the bolt is locked or 
ualocbed as required. 

A bolt and lever may be attached 
next each wheel of the carriage if 
thought necessary, but it is probable 
that one for each ol the hind wheels 
-will be sufficient. 

Ob4ervfttioni....An obvious objection 
occurs to this mode of checking car- 
riages ; by it the strain will be thrown 
entirely on the nave, whirb Is the 
«rMi.est part of tiie wheel, and tike 
least able to sustain it ; and the 
longer the- spokes are the greater will 
be this strain, as their length will 
ogcats u a lever to maltiply the 



impulses of the sole, against tb« road, 
wiien dragged along it, in the force 
of their operation on the nave. The 
common sort of naves are so much 
cut and weakened by the mortises for 
receiving the spokes, that they re- 
quire to be spared as much as pos- 
sible : instead of having any additional 
strains applied to ttiem : and for this 
reason (as well as tor their greater 
duiability in other respects, and not 
being liable to split or open by the 
weather) cast iron naves cannot be 
too much recommended ; the use of 
wtiich, we are happy to see, is in- 
creasing greatly in Ireland, particu- 
larly about Dublin : those of this kind 
commonly used, are of a iufliciently 
li^ht and stroiig consii;ui tion, and only 
require to have moveable boxes added 
to tliem (which may be easily con- 
trived) to render them entirely con- 
venient, and durable in a perfect 
state. 

PaletU of Mt«. Plullis Boxon 7%om> 
uson, of Birmingluim, for an im- 
proved mode oj making Umbrellas 
and Parasols. i)ated AprU, 1809, 
The invention for which thiv 
patent is taken, is a case for an 
umbrella or parasol, composed of 
several sliding joints, on the same 
construction as those of a telescope, 
which are forced up above the um- 
brella, over the part which contains 
the ferule, when the umbiella is re- 
quired to be raised ; and which are 
drawn down again when the imibrella 
is shut. 

Several substances are mentioned of 
which tho»£ cases may be made, 
most of which are suificienfiy ob- 
vious not to need repetition, but it 
is probable horn or ^panned paper 
would be most preferred, as metal 
would be found inconvenient on ac- 
count of its weigbt and vuicommon 
appearance. 

The whole when the case is drawn 
4own, will eesembk a walking stick. 
The part of the handle which is 
covered by the umbrella when closed, 
is made of a small tube, to take up 
less room, and is connected with the 
part that holds the ferule, by a thick 
wire, that passes through hoth. The 
pact of the handle, at the end held 



